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With Benninger’s image and KARL MAYER’s innovative 
fl air – unique warp preparation technology 



KARL MAYER Warp Preparation

worldwide

Shepshed

Obertshausen

Mönchengladbach

Hongkong

Wujin

Mezzolombardo

Greensboro

Uzwil

= production                    = service and/or sales

News Letter 5/2009

or many years now, Germany and 
Switzerland have been at the cen-
tre of fi rst-class warp preparation 

technology, as represented by two com-
panies, KARL MAYER in Obertshausen 
and Benninger in Uzwil.
KARL MAYER was known originally as a 
leading manufacturer of warp knitting 
machines, but extended its product port-
folio in 1950, when its Warp Preparation 
for Knitting Division was set up. This 
new division impressed the market with 
its highly effi  cient, innovative warping 
machines. It soon came to represent the 
benchmark for the latest technology and 
its staff  were intent on constantly exten-
ding their knowledge and expertise. 
KARL MAYER’s fi rst warp preparation 
machine for the weaving sector appeared 
in 1991, and marked the beginning of a 
successful history in weaving preparati-
on technology. As the company continu-
ed along its successful expansion course, 
the product portfolio was constantly ex-
tended and optimised, the range of ser-
vices was improved, and the company’s 
fl air for innovation was strengthed. The 
aim of expanding its operations was to 
put the company in a position to supply 

complete, high-speed solutions for every 
type of yarn used in the weaving indust-
ry. The acquisition of appropriate lea-
ding companies within the sector helped 
this innovative company to consolidate 
its expertise and capacity even more.
KARL MAYER’s latest move to expand 
its warp preparation activities was the 
acquisition of Benninger AG’s weaving 
preparation operations in December 
2008. 
For 150 years, the Swiss company, Ben-
ninger, has been one of the world’s lea-
ding textile companies, with subsidiari-
es and service centres all over the world. 
This manufacturer began building wea-
ving preparatory machines between 
1870 and 1880, and used all its expertise 
and experience to produce high-quality 
machines carrying the ‘Made by Ben-
ninger’ label. All the machinery supplied 
by this company, from creels through 
direct beaming and warping machinery, 
to sizing and indigo dyeing machines, 
produced warps of exceptionally high 
quality and enabled fi rst-rate, reproduci-
ble production to be carried out at all 
times, thus guaranteeing maximum ef-
fi ciency during weaving. This image is

further enhanced by the high calibre of 
the com pany’s employees and by its pro-
duction halls, which are equipped with 
all the latest machinery. 
The KARL MAYER logo appeared on the 
wall of the company in Uzwil in January 
of this year (Fig. 1). By acquiring Bennin-
ger’s Warp Preparation Division, KARL 
MAYER’s aim is to combine its own in-
novative strengths and high technical 
standards with the extensive years of ex-
perience gathered by this Swiss compa-
ny with its long-standing traditions.

Current state of the integration process 
The contract between KARL MAYER 
and Benninger was signed on 1st De-
cember, and this immediately put in 
motion all the steps that had to be taken 
to consolidate the merger. The aim was 
to combine the product portfolio, the 
service operations, sales and spare parts 
operations so that they are of maximum 
benefi t to the users. The operations of 
both companies had to continue seam-
lessly and also create the right type of 
structures that would be mutually bene-
fi cial to both companies.
The fi rst step involved incorporating all 
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Benninger’s technologists into KARL 
MAYER’s worldwide service network. 
This experienced manufacturer has ex-
panded its technical support network to 
maximum eff ect; it has been operating 
successfully for many years, and now 
provides technical support both for 
Benninger’s warp preparation machines 
as well as its own – at the same high level 
of effi  ciency that the industry has come 
to expect. Overall responsibility for all 
the service operations relating to KARL 
MAYER’s warp preparation machines 
will be based in Uzwil.
Customers will not see any changes in 
the spare parts service. If they need to 
replace a component, it can be obtained 
in the usual effi  cient way from the pa-
rent company in Obertshausen or from 
its subsidiaries or agents. 
The agents are now made up of the re-
presentatives of both companies. Choo-
sing which were the most suitable repre-
sentatives was done very carefully, and 
took into account a number of aspects, 
such as customer service, technical ex-
pertise and position on the market. Only 
the most effi  cient representatives were 
awarded a contract. Customers can now 

rely on a fi rst-class technical support 
service, thanks to a close network of 
dealers with a clearly defi ned structure.
The sales teams of KARL MAYER and 
Benninger were combined and are now 
responsible for serving the market ef-
fi ciently and expertly. A new team has 
been formed under the direction of 
KARL MAYER’s former divisional mana-
ger, Friedrich Maletschek. With all their 
knowledge and expertise, the members 
of the team are developing and off ering 
user-oriented solutions from the exten-
ded product portfolio. 
Harmonising the future product strate-
gy is now in full swing. Selecting which 
products and technologies to integrate 
into the new structure was based on the 
principle of choosing only the best tech-
nology from both companies to cater for 
the relevant end-uses. 
As far as creels are concerned, all the 
successful yarn tensioners will continue 
to be available. These include models 
from the ranges consisting of compen-
sating yarn tensioners, the new, motor-
driven Rot-O-Tense yarn tensioner from 
KARL MAYER, and Benninger’s Isotens, 
Dynatens, Megatens and Multitens sys-

tems. All the unwinding creels for pro-
cessing monofi laments, tape yarns and 
technical yarns will also stay.
Fig. 2 shows the range of warping, bea-
ming, assembly beaming, sizing, sample 
warping and indigo dyeing machines 
available. The range and quality of this 
product portfolio can meet all the de-
mands made of a fully integrated sup-
plier who leads the technology and is 
ahead of its competitors. In order to se-
cure this position, the research and 
development operations are being com-
bined, a step which is promoting co             ope -
ration between the staff  of both compa-
nies. KARL MAYER’s warp preparation 
equipment is produced in four countries 
for the world market – i.e. Germany, 
China, Italy and now Switzerland.

Fig. 1: The building occupied by KARL 
MAYER Textilmaschinenfabrik AG in 
Uzwil
Fig. 2: An overview of the new trade-
names and associated products, which 
now come under the umbrella of 
KARL MAYER’s Warp Preparation 
Division
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Germany

Switzerland

KARL MAYER Textilmaschinenfabrik GmbH
Brühlstraße 25
63179 Obertshausen
Phone +49 61 04  40 20
Fax +49 61 04 40 26 00
E-mail: info@karlmayer.de

KARL MAYER MALIMO
Textilmaschinenfabrik GmbH
Mauersbergerstraße 2, 09117 Chemnitz
PF 713, 09007 Chemnitz
Phone +49 3 71 8 14 30
Fax +49 3 71 8 14 31 10
E-mail: info@karlmayer.de

Sucker Textilmaschinen GmbH
Rudolfstraße 10
41068 Mönchengladbach
Phone +49 21 61 65 46 61
Fax +49 21 61 65 46 69
E-mail: info@karlmayer-sucker.de

KARL MAYER Textilmaschinen AG
Fabrikstrasse
CH-9240 Uzwil
Phone +41 71 9 55 84 00
Fax +41 71 9 55 84 87
E-mail: info@karlmayer.ch

Japan

P. R. China

NIPPON MAYER LTD.
No. 27-33 1-chome, Kamikitano
Fukui-City, 918-8522
Phone +81 7 76 54 55 00
Fax +81 7 76 27 34 00
E-mail: info@nipponmayer.co.jp

KARL MAYER (China) LTD.
518 # South Changwu Road
Wujin District, Changzhou City
Jiangsu Province, Zip code: 213166
Phone +86 5 19 86 19 88 88
Fax +86 5 19 86 19 00 00
E-mail: info@karlmayer.com.cn

KARL MAYER (H.K.) LTD.
Suite 1413, 14th Floor
Ocean Center, Harbour City
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon
Phone +8 52 27 23 92 62
Fax +8 52 27 39 87 30
E-mail: info@karlmayer.com.hk

Italy

UK

USA

KARL MAYER ROTAL S.r.L.
0Via Trento N  117

38017 Mezzolombardo (TN)
Phone +39 04 61 60 86 11
Fax +39 04 61 60 17 90
E-mail: info@karlmayerrotal.it

KARL MAYER Textile Machinery LTD.
Kings Road, Shepshed
Leic. LE 12 9HT
Phone +44 15 09 50 20 56
Fax +44 15 09 50 80 65
E-mail: info@karlmayer.co.uk

KARL MAYER North America
Mayer Textile Machine Corp.
310 North Chimney Rock Road
Greensboro, North Carolina 27409
Phone +13 36 2 94 1572
Fax +13 36 8 54 02 51
E-mail: info@karlmayerusa.com

 


